
CP— 2/23/25 — The One Who Conquers 
Revelation 2:12–17 — Lessons from Pergamum: The Compromised Church 

“Revelation” = ἀποκάλυψις, meaning “a disclosure, uncovering make known”

Format of Letters: Recipient, Description of Jesus, Commendation/Complaint, Command,
Consequence of failing to obey, Call to Listen to the Spirit, Promise to the one who conquers

1. Recipient - “to the angel of the church in Pergamum” (2:12) 
	 - Pergamum:

	 	 - Fifty to sixty miles north of Smyrna (40 miles north, 15 miles inland)

	 	 - not only any great roads; not like port cities of Ephesus or Smyrna

	 	 - Appearance of royal city; located on a cone-shaped hill over 1000 feet tall; could 

	 	    see Aegean Sea 15 miles away.

	 	 - Became the capital of an independent kingdom after Alexander the Great; its last 

	 	   king willed it to Rome in 133 BC

	 	 - Capital city of the Roman province of Asia	

	 	 - Known for great library - 200,000 scrolls - second only to library at Alexandria; 	

	 	   word “parchment” comes from Pergamum - invented there

	 	 - Healing center because of worship of Asclepius, god of medicine

	 	 - Temples to Zeus, Dionysus, Athena

	 	 - Center of Caesar worship - three temples to the Emperor, earliest in 29 BC


2. Description of Jesus (2:12) 
- “the words of Him” - The message is from Jesus; his church; his message; he speaks! 


	 (tending the lampstands); correcting, encouraging, rebuking, affirming to keep light shining


	 - “who has the sharp two-edged sword” - the one who holds life and death; the one who 

	    determines life and death

	 	 - Christ determined his own life and death (John 10:17–18; 19:30)

	 	 - Christ holds the authority over who dies and lives

	 	 - encouragement to believers who were facing the sword of Roman justice


	 	 - Barclay: Roman governors were divided into two classes — those who had 

	 	 the right of the sword, and those who did not. Those who had the right of the 

	 	 sword had the power of life and death; on their word a person could be 	 	 	
	 	 executed on the spot. In terms of worldly power, the proconsul, who had his 

	 	 headquarters at Pergamum had the right of the sword, and at any moment he 	 	
	 	 might use it against any Christian; but the letter tells Christians not to forget 	 	
	 	 that the last word is still with the risen Christ, who has the sharp two-edged 	 	
	 	 sword. The power of Rome might be satanically powerful; but the power of the 	 	
	 	 risen Lord is even greater.




3.    Commendation, Complaint, Command, Consequence (2:13–16) 
- Commendation 1: Christ knows they live where Satan’s throne is.


	 	 - altar to Zeus - William Barclay: “Forty feet high, it stood on a projecting ledge 

	 	   of rock and looked exactly like a great throne on the hillside. All day, it smoked 	

	 	   with the smoke of sacrifices to Zeus.”

	 	 - Connected to the worship of Asclepius; his emblem was a serpent/staff

	 	 - Probably the worship of Caesar - Pergamum was the of emperor worship 

	 	   in this part of the world.” The place where non-loyalty to Caesar was punished. 

	 	 - Satan was behind it all. (1 Cor. 10:20)


	 - Commendation 2: Christ knows their faithfulness to Him. (keep on holding - Jesus is Lord)

	 - Commendation 3: Christ knows their loyalty even to death. (Antipas)


	 - Complaint: Some in the church were embracing false teaching.

	 	 - the teaching of Balaam - idolatry & immorality (Numbers 22-25; 31:16)

	 	 - the teaching of the Nicolaitans - (Acts 6, 15) - perversion of grace; license to sin

	 	 - their loyalty to Christ during time of persecution did not excuse their embracing of 

	 	   false doctrine! Their hardships did not excuse or cause Christ to overlook their sin!

	 	 - He is working to cleanse and purify the church “that he might sanctify her, having 

	 	   cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might present the 

	 	   church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any other thing, that she 

	 	   might be hold and without blemish.” (Eph. 5:27)

	 

	 - Command: “Repent” (2:16)

	 	 - Reject false teaching as false

	 	 - Repent and embrace the truth

	 	 - Repent and practically readjust your life to the truth.


	 - Consequence of Failure to Obey: Christ will discipline and judge some in the church.

	 	 - 1 Cor. 11:27-32; Heb. 10:26-31; 12:5–8


4.    Promise to the One Who Conquers (2:17)

	 - Hidden manna: Heavenly food from Christ (refusal to eat the food of pagan gods)

	 - White stone: Heavenly entrance to Christ (refusal to bow to 

	 - New name written on the white stone: Heavenly fellowship with Christ


5.      Call to Listen to the Spirit (2:17)

	 - Christ holds all life and death in His hands: believers are safe.

	 - Remain faithful to the Person and truth of Christ.

	 - Christ disciplines and judges His people out of love.

	 - Christ rewards those who conquer. 



Small Group Discussion: 
1. How did the Holy Spirit speak to you through the Scripture passage and sermon Sunday? 

What stood out to you? What questions do you have?


2. What were important and interesting details about the city of Pergamum? What made the city 
so hard for Christians to live there? Discuss the meaning of Satan’s throne, and how the devil is 
behind all false religious worship and world systems that are opposed to Christ and his gospel. 
(See 1 Corinthians 10:20.)


3. Discuss the description that the Lord Jesus gives of himself. What does Jesus mean by Him 
holding the two-edged sword? What does the image specifically convey about Jesus, and how 
would it encourage the believers in Pergamum?


4. What was Christ’s complaint against the church at Pergamum? Why is compromise (doctrinally 
and personally) so dangerous to the church? Why was Christ’s command to the church, and 
what was the consequence for disobedience? Why is the discipline of the Lord serious and yet 
encouraging to the church? Discuss these aspects as a group.


5. Discuss the promises Christ makes to those who conquers and how personal they are. Which 
promise resonates with you most?



