
CP— 3/16/25 — The One Who Conquers 
Revelation 3:7–13 — Lessons from Philadelphia: The Faithful Church 

“Revelation” = ἀποκάλυψις, meaning “a disclosure, uncovering make known”

Format of Letters: Recipient, Description of Jesus, Commendation/Complaint, Command,
Consequence of failing to obey, Promise to the one who conquers, Call to Listen to the Spirit

1. Recipient - “to the angel of the church in Philadelphia” (3:7) 
	 - Philadelphia: on a plateau 30 miles SE of Sardis

	 	 - Name comes from Eumenes II and Attalus II, kings of Pergamum

	 	 - Called “Gateway to the East” - antiquity, Sardis/Susa; postal route Rome/East

	 	 - “Experienced earthquakes and name changes (after 17 AD Earthquake; changed 

	 	     to Neocaesarea; then Flavia for Flavian dynasty (Vespasian, Titus, and Domitian)

	 	 - Situation: believers persecuted by Jews


2. Description of Jesus (3:7) 
- “the holy one” - He is God. (2 Kgs 19:22; Ps 89:18; Prov 9:10; Isa 41:14; 43:15) - Isa 30x; 


               Mark 1:24; Luke 4:34; John 6:69; Acts 2:27; 13:35

	 - “the true one” - He is the real Messiah. (Rev. 6:10; 

	 - “who has the key of David” - He controls access into God’s presence (Isa 22:15–25)

	 - “who opens … who shuts” - No one can undo or change His work.

	 

3.    Commendation, Complaint, Command, Consequence (3:8–11) 

- Christ knows their faithfulness in difficulty.

	 - Christ will vindicate them before their enemies.

	 - Christ will protect them through the great trial. (John 17:15) - Christians killed in Rev.

	 - Command: Keep holding fast! Don’t lose your reward!


4.    Promise to the One Who Conquers (3:12)

	 - Permanently placed in God’s presence (pillar)

	 - Permanently identified with God forever (name)


5.      Call to Listen to the Spirit (3:13)

	 - God’s true people are not His by birth, culture, tradition, or religion, but by the new birth.

	 - Remain faithful, even when no one accepts you, for Christ loves & receives His own.

	 - Wait for God’s vindication; don’t avenge yourself.

	 - Seek the salvation of those who oppose you. (Romans 9:1–3) 



Small Group Discussion: 
1. How did the Holy Spirit speak to you through the Scripture passage and sermon Sunday? 

What stood out to you? What questions do you have?


2. What does “Philadelphia” mean? What was the situation for the believers when the letter was 
written?


3. How did Jesus describe Himself in the letter? What was the significance of each description, 
and what does it mean that Jesus held the “key of David” and opens and shut doors? How 
should these descriptions comfort believers but warn unbelievers?


4. Discuss as a group how Jesus commended the church for holding fast. How would Christ 
vindicate them? Discuss what the “hour of trial” might mean. Why did Christ command them to 
keep holding fast?


5. What did Christ promises the one who conquers? Which of the ideas in Point #5 stood out 
most to you? Read Romans 9:1–3 and Paul’s desire for his Jewish kinsmen to be saved.



