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1. Recipient - “to the angel of the church in Laodicea” (3:14) 
	 - Laodicea: located 1 mile south of the Lycus River in the Lycus Valley; major city of 

	   Phyrgia; situated 45 miles SE of Philadelphia on major postal road as other church cities; 

	   also 100 miles E of Ephesus on the central Roman trade route; major crossroads of trade; 

	   lay between two sister cities, Hierapolis (6 mi N) and Colossae (10 mi SE)

	 	 - Known for banking, wool industry, and nearby medical school

	 	 - Two major problems: earthquakes and water issues

	 	 	 - After AD 60 earthquake, they requested no help from Rome; “Laodicea 

	 	 	   arose from the ruins by the strength of her own resources, and with no help 

	 	 	   from us.” (Tacitus)

	 	 	 - Osborne: Gymnasium, stadium with a semicircular track nine hundred feet 

	 	 	   long, a triple gate and towers, many beautiful buildings, “perhaps even 

	 	 	   more beautiful after construction”

	 	 	 - No natural water supply; water had to be brought in by aqueduct; two 

	 	 	   issues; sediment & minerals collected in the pipes; water lost temperature


2. Description of Jesus (3:14) 
- “the Amen” - Jesus confirms God’s promises and keeps His Word (Is. 65:16; 2 Cor 1:20) 


	 - “the faithful and true witness” - Jesus was fully obedient to the Father and did not 

	    compromise. (John 8:26; 12:49-50; 14:10; 17:8)

	 - “the beginning of God’s creation” - Jesus is the source of all things and the ruler over all 

               things. All things come from Jesus! All new things come from Jesus! (Col 1:15–18)

	 

3.    Commendation, Complaint, Command, Consequence (3:15–20) 
	 - There is nothing to commend. The church’s spiritual condition nauseates Christ.

	 	 - The “lukewarm” description is either reference to mineral content or temperature

	 	 - Values human tradition over divine truth, Production over prayer, Wisdom of the 

	 	    age over the Word of God, Praise of men over pleasing God, Sensitive not to 

	 	    offend anyone and anything but God

	 	 - their way of life wasn’t a threat to the pagan system - blended in with the wealth, 

	 	   materialism, and ease around them. just went along rather than standing out - 

	 	   every other church had people in it following Jesus closely and standing out. Not 

	 	   here, they just blended in. Nothing different than the world around them.

	 	 - I looked for church & found it in world. I looked for world & found it in church. 

	 	 - “The lukewarm church will neither live by the faith nor die for the faith; it will not 

	 	     yield missionaries nor martyrs.” (Alexander Ramsay)




	 “The One with eyes as a flame of fire saw through all the show of the Laodiceans. He sees 	
	 through all our showmanship also. Joel says we are to sound an alarm in all God's holy 

	 mountain. Now is the time to do it. Christ was nauseated and disgusted with a church that 

	 bore His name but not His nature. The church which flattered itself because of its 

	 commercial and political prowess was rejected in His sight. On the law Of averages, God's 

	 house today is neither a house of prayer nor a house of power. As with Laodicea, so with 

	 us, He stands outside.” (Leonard Ravenhill)


- Their self-sufficiency has brought self-deception.

	 	 - no sexual immorality here, no wrong doctrine called out, no apparent disunity or 	
	 	   division, but pure spiritual apathy and self-sufficiency (“we’ve got it and don’t need 

	 	   you to help us.”)

	 	 - HIGH VIEW OF THEMSELVES

	 	 - Osborne: “The problem was, the city had no perceived need from Rome, and the 

	 	   church had no perceived need from God.”

	 	 - the Chinese Christian - “the great things American can accomplish without God”

	 	 - Davey shares how Singh compared the West to a rock he found in a Himalayan 

	 	   pool: “It was hollow, and when I broke it I found the centre completely dry. So it is 

	 	   here in the West. You have lain for centuries in the water of Christianity, but it has 

	 	   never penetrated your hearts.” Streeter and Appasamy report one of Singh’s 

	 	   final appraisals of the West as, “Christ would say here, ‘Come unto Me all ye that 

	 	   are heavy-gold laden, and I will give you rest.’”


	 	 - Often, we are far less than who He died for us to be. Often, we can fall back on the 
	 	   gospel to a point where we believe we have no responsibility in the Christian life. 

	 	   All is forgiven! All will be forgiven! I have nothing to do now! Just because Heaven 

	 	   is our home doesn’t mean holiness is our goal. If we have no desire to be holy, we 

	 	   should question whether we are headed to Heaven. To be in Christ’s presence 

	 	   forever first means we possess His nature here. For us to live above for all eternity 

	 	   means we must first be born from above here on earth.


	 - Christ calls them to repent, seek Him for help, and answer His call for fellowship. (3:19-20)

	 	 - Christ is calling! Who will answer! We dont because we are too busy, too proud, 

	 	   too self-focused, too wise in our own eyes! HE IS CALLING

	 	 - repentance would be costly - they might lose their wealth and reputation and even 

	 	   physical health - but they would gain more with Christ!

	 	 - Christ possessed what He offered: golden sash, garments (walk with me 

	 	         in white 3:5), eyes like a flame of fire

	 	      - first of the beatitudes is the poor in spirit as the ones who are blessed (Matt 5:3)


4.    Promise to the One Who Conquers (3:21)

	 - Believers share in Christ’s authority and victory.

	 - Believers reign with Christ forever (2 Tim 2:12; Rev 21:7; 22:3–5) - Co-heir!




5.      Call to Listen to the Spirit (3:13)

	 - What is our true spiritual condition? Where is our compromise and unfaithfulness? How 

	   does Jesus view us? Are we self-sufficient? Have we locked Jesus out of the church?

	 - Never compromise. Always be dependent on Him. A prayer life prevents a life of apathy.


Small Group Discussion: 
1. How did the Holy Spirit speak to you through the Scripture passage and sermon Sunday? 

What stood out to you? What questions do you have?


2. What was significant about Laodicea’s location? How did their geographical location benefit 
and hurt the city’s population? What was the city known for?


3. What do the three descriptions of Jesus communicate about him? How does Christ’s identity 
stand in stark contrast to the character of the church at Laodicea?


4. What is the significance of Jesus calling the church in Laodicea “lukewarm”? How did the 
church make Jesus feel, and what His response going to be to their condition? Discuss how 
the church was self-deceived about their supposed condition versus the reality of their real 
condition. Discuss the reality and danger of self-deception.


5. What does Jesus offer the church? How do we “buy” from Jesus? What is Christ’s command 
to the church, and what is the sad reality of where Jesus is in relation to the church? What are 
some signs of spiritual compromise and unfaithfulness in the church today?


6. What did Christ promise the one who conquers? Pray with your group that we would be honest 
about our true spiritual condition. Pray that we would stand out from the world as witnesses for 
Christ rather than blending in with the world.


