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Revelation 2:18-29 - Lessons from Thyatira - The Tolerant Church

The Recipient - "To the angel of the church in Thyatira" (v.18)

Thyatira:

- A city known for its guilds of workers in wool, leather, linen, bronze-smithing, outer garment

production, dyeing, pottery, and baking.

- "In a city whose economic life was dominated by trade guilds, in which pagan religious practices

had become the criteria for membership, Christian converts would be faced with the problem of

compromising their stand at least enough to allow participation in a common meal dedicated to

some pagan deity. To reject this accommodation could mean social isolation and economic

hardship." - Mounce

- The guardian of the city, Apollo, was considered the patron of the guilds and was honored in their

festivities. (Apollo was the son of Zeus.)

Description of Jesus (v.18):

- "The Son of God" (Only mention in the book of Revelation)

  - Jesus is the true Son of God.

  - He alone has authority, power, and prestige.

  - He alone is worthy of our praise.

  - He alone is the One we bow down to.

  - He alone is the One we trust as our provider.

  - Psalm 2:2-12

- "Eyes like a flame of fire"

  - The eyes of Jesus penetrate all things; nothing is hidden from His sight.

  - His eyes burn away wickedness.

  - "Searches the mind and heart"

  - "Nothing is hidden from the heat of His sight."

- "Feet like burnished bronze"



  - Feet that have been tested and will remain.

  - Feet that will crush all His enemies.

  - "I will give to each of you according to your works."

Commendation (v.19):

- Recognized for works, love, faith, service, and patient endurance.

- They were growing in these things.

Complaint (vv.20-24):

- Tolerance of heresy.

- "You tolerate that woman Jezebel..."

- "Those who commit adultery with her..."

- There is an expiration date to His call for repentance ("I gave her time to repent").

- What the Lord does in one church, He does as an example to all (v.23).

Command (vv.25-26):

- Hold fast to what they have.

- Keep Christ's works until the end.

- Persevere.

Consequences (v.23b):

- Each will receive according to their works.

Promise (vv.26-28):

- Authority to rule over the nations.

- Given the bright and morning star.

- Revelation 22:16 - We will receive Him.

Listen to what the Spirit is saying (v.29):

- There is nothing outside the view of Christ.

- God will not compromise or tolerate sinful teaching.

- Christ will judge all wickedness and disobedience.

- Compromise with the world is adultery against Christ.



- Hold fast and walk in obedience to what you know to be true.

- Everyone will be held accountable for their life and works.

- All who remain faithful until the end will rule with Christ and enjoy Him forever.

Small Group Discussion:

1. How did the Holy Spirit speak to you through the Bible passage and sermon on Sunday? What

stood out to you? What questions do you have?

2. Can you relate to the situation of the Christians in Thyatira regarding their association with guilds

in order to make a living? How is our culture and its pressures similar?

3. How does the description of Jesus in this passage speak to you?

4. What were the good qualities of the church in Thyatira? What was Jesus' complaint?

5. Discuss the relationship between Truth and Grace in the life of the church. How do we ensure

that we operate in both? What happens if one is neglected?

6. Have you ever seen sin or compromise with the world as adultery against God? How does that

change the way we view and interact with our sin?


