CP— 4/6/25 — The One Who Conquers
Matthew 21:6-17 — Lessons for CrossPointe: We Exist for Jesus

Many people think God exists for us, even in the church.

Jesus calls Himself "Lord" - 21:3
Jesus is Lord over the city - 21:7-11
Jesus is Lord over the temple - 21:12
Jesus is Lord over creation - 21:19
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***We exist for Him!
1. Follow Jesus for who He is, not just for what He can do. (21:6-11)

Palm trees represented the Jewish nation. Some people called the Zealots had used it as their
symbol to wage terrorism against the Romans and political enemies.

Pillar Commentary: When Simon the Maccabee drove the Syrian forces out of the Jerusalem
citadel he was féted with music and the waving of palm branches (cf. 1 Macc. 13:51, 141 BC),
which had also been prominent at the rededication of the temple (2 Macc. 10:7, 164 BC).
Apocalyptic visions of the end utilize palm branches (Testament of Naphtali 5). Palms appear on
the coins struck by the insurgents during the Jewish wars against Rome (AD 66-70, 132-135);
indeed, the use of the palm as a symbol for Judea was sufficiently well established that the coins
struck by the Romans to celebrate their victory also sported it. it may well have signalled
nationalist hope that a messianic liberator was arriving on the scene.

They had already determined who Jesus was and who He needed to be - they wanted Him to save
them from the Romans! ***"What are you seeking?"*** They only wanted a Savior not a Lord!

2. Seek Jesus’s presence to drive out all self-centeredness. (21:12-13)

- Actively pursuing the cleansing of the heart. Jesus came to the heart of the city - the heart
is the center of worship!

Fulfillment of Malachi 3:1 - Do we want to have church or be a Christian with or without His
presence? Do we assume or do experience?

In the early Church in Jerusalem, Christianity was a relationship. When it went to the Greek world,
it became a philosophy. When it went to Europe, it became a culture. When it went to USA, it
became a business. One student asked, "If the body becomes a business, what is it called?"
“Prostitution."



Money changers - pigeons - temple tax - pre-approved animals for sacrifice - Jesus overturns
chairs not tables for the doves. Doesn’t harm them. They were weren’t guilty - they were innocent!
(Innocent as doves) - they were being offered in place! The whole thing done to atone for sin was
SINFUL!! OH HOW OUR CHURCHES THAT SHOULD BE THE FOUNTAIN OF CLEANSING ARE
INSTEAD DOING THE OPPOSITE AND POLLUTING!!!

Filled with selfishness - when Jesus comes, He drives out the selfishness! Motivated by sorrow
(Luke 19:41 - tears led Him to cleanse the temple). They were lacking true prayer - all their
ceremonial prayer did not change their lives!

3. Refuse to let familiarity with the story cause you to lose awe and joy. (21:12-13)

- We detach the facts in our mind with the love that should be in our hearts.

- When we become so familiar with the story that we lose the awe of it all.

- When we feel entitled to the benefits of the gospel and forget that it was because of our sin
that Christ died!

- The death of Christ reveals the wisdom of God because a) it should never have happened
(you don’t treat your enemies this way) and b) it is the only way to show justice and
mercy at the same time. (Ps 85, Rom 3)

- You can sit in the shadows of the sacrifice and be unmoved by it! So focused on
personal gain and greed!

Our familiarity with Gospel must not steal our awe and joy. They had the sacrificial system
operating around them and they were totally blind to it? Didn’t they feel their sin and selfishness?

Mark adds, “Prayer for all nations” - all the commotion was being done in the court of the Gentiles
- no one could pray!

4. Show/tell Jesus’s love/truth all peoples, no matter the awkwardness/cost. (21:14)

Their condition had caused them to drive out the needy.

- Gospel tracts - where is the evangelistic zeal? Where is the compassion with the zeal?
- We have forgotten the doctrine of eternal punishment

5. Believe that Jesus is worth more than anything & worthy of everything. (21:15-16)
Writer does, children do, priests and scribes didn’t! (Weak/foolish shame strong/wise)
Response: More loyal to their system - wanted Jesus on their terms - a Jesus less than one

deserving of praise - **when Jesus reveals Himself, are we more loyal to our traditions than Christ
Himself?***



WE NEVER DO JESUS A FAVOR TO SERVE HIM! HE IS NOT THERE BEGGING FOR US TO
HELP HIM! HE DOES NOT NEED US! HE CALLS US TO WORK WITH HIM!

Palm Sunday was the same day as the choosing of the Passover Lamb (Nisan 10)

V. 17 - The same Jesus that came into the city to expose their sin is the same Jesus that would
leave the city to die for their sin.

Small Group Discussion:
1. How did the Holy Spirit speak to you through the Scripture passage and sermon Sunday?
What stood out to you? What questions do you have?

2. How were the Jews trying to use Jesus for their own end? Describe the popular attitude that
“Jesus exists for me/us.” How is this attitude completely opposite of biblical teaching? What
are some verses/passages that come to mind that speak against this attitude?

3. What specific actions did Jesus take to cleanse the temple? What sin was he attacking? How
does self-centeredness What are some ways we show self-centeredness in the church today?
How does self-centeredness hinder our relationship with Jesus personally and corporately?

4. How does familiarity with the Gospel sometimes cause us to lose awe and joy? What can we
do to keep our hearts soft toward the truth of Jesus’ sacrifice? Have there been times when
you have felt entitled to God’s blessings rather than humbled by His grace?

5. How can we make sure that our churches and lives reflect both evangelistic zeal and
compassion? What are some things people today value more than Jesus? What are practical
ways we value Jesus above anything and everything?



